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YASHWANTRAO CHAVAN NATIONAL AWARD, 2013 FOR
NATIONAL INTEGRATION, DEMOCRATIC VALUES OR,
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

CITATION

The human world is a tower of Babel. But, there is one language that can transcend the barriers.
It is the universal language of love when two hearts begin to beat in one rhythm. Equally powerful
is the language of music. Shakespeare called it the ‘food of love’. In fact, music is so universal that
it is not restricted to human expressions. The plaintive notes of the koel, usher in the spring season,
and bird songs can regale the human heart with their variety. The murmur of the meandering brook
and the whistling wind in a forest can soothe the emotions of man. It can express deep desires and
aspirations which words cannot. Wordsworth has talked of music as :

‘A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man;

Given the extraordinary power of music over the mind of man, it is not surprising that musicians
who scale the peaks of excellence almost have the world at their command. Among Indian musicians
whose names spring to the mind are Sitar Maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar and Mr. Zubin Mehta, the
world renowned Conductor of Orchestras.

Zubin Mehta was born on 29th April, 1936 in a Parsi family in Mumbai, a son of Mehli and
Tehmina Mehta. His father was a self-taught violinist and founding conductor of the Bombay Symphony
Orchestra in 1935 and also the Bombay String Quartet. Mehta is an alumnus of St. Mary’s School,
Mumbai and St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai. Mehta records in his autobiography that “I was wrapped
up in and surrounded by music. Music was my daily pleasure. The records, the practice sessions of
the quartet and my father playing music, all this meant no more and no less to me than a very early
access to paradise. I entered this musical pleasure garden as a very young person and so far nothing
and no one has managed to drive me away from it".

Mehta's family wanted him to study medicine but, Mehta soon realized that medicine was not the
right choice for him. He was then sent to Vienna, which proved to be a turning point in his life. From
then on, music was going to determine the rhythm of his life. He has said, “he felt like Columbus on a
musical expedition”. He has proudly declared that, “everything that I carry in me as a musical legacy
comes from Vienna. I learnt a tremendous lot there, not only because of the excellent training that 1
got but also because I constantly heard everything there was to listen to”, Eventually, he became a
music student in Vienna at the age of 18, under Hans Swarowsky.

In 1958, Mehta made his conducting debut in Vienna. The same year he won the International
Conducting Competition in Liverpool and was appointed Assistant Conductor of the Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic. Mehta soon rose to the rank of Chief Conductor when he was made Music Director
of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra in 1960, a post he held until 1967. At the same time, Mehta
was named Music Director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic and held the post from 1962 to 1978. In
1978, Mehta became the Music Director and Principal Conductor of the New York Philharmonic and
remained there until his resignation in 1991, becoming the longest holder of the post.
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The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra (IPO) appointed Mehta as its Music Advisor in 1969, Music
Director in 1977, and made him its Music Director for Life in 1981. He had developed a special
emotional bond with Israel. In 1967, when the Six-Day war broke out, he felt compelled to be amongst
the Israeli people. With difficulty he got on to a flight to Tel Aviv from Rome. Shortly before landing
on a blacked out airport, a member of the crew asked him if he really knew what he had been sitting on
at that time. Apparently, he had been flying in a plane, which was filled, all the way from the cockpit
to the tail with neatly packed boxes of ammunition! Despite his close bond with Israel, he continued to
make efforts in his own way to promote mutual understanding among the Israelis and the Arabs. As
he has said “I think people should try to talk to each other instead of shooting at each other. I have the
ability to communicate through music. If I ean stop people from being enemies even for two hours, or
if I can at least help them to forget their hostility, then I feel I have already achieved something”

Mehta conducted the prestigious Vienna New Year's Concert in the years 1990, 1995, 1998 and
2007. He has also made a recording of Indian instrumentalist Ravi Shankar’s Sitar Concerto No.2,
with Shankar and the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

Mehta is a firm believer in the power of music to heal and reconcile. It is in that spirit, that in
June 1994, Mehta performed the Mozart Requiem along with the members of the Sarajevo Symphony
Orchestra and Chorus at the ruins of Sarajevo’s National Library in a fund raising concert for the
victims of armed conflict and remembrance of thousands of people killed in the Yugoslav wars. In
August, 1999, he conducted Mahler Symphony No.2, in the vicinity of Buchenwald concentration camp
in the German city of Weimar, with both, the Bavarian State Orchestra and the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra, sitting alongside each other, On 26th December, 2005, the first anniversary of the Indian
Ocean tsunami, Mehta and the Bavarian State Orchestra performed for the first time in Chennai. In
September, 2013, he appeared with the Bavarian State Orchestra at a special concert named Ehsaas-
e-Kashmir at the historic Mughal Gardens, Srinagar.

Zubin Mehta has received numerous awards and prizes. To mention only a few, in 1999, Zubin
Mehta was presented the Life Time Achievement Peace and Tolerance Award of the United Nations.
He was honoured by the Government of India in 1966 with Padma Bhushan and in 2001 with the
Padma Vibhushan. In 2007, he received the prestigious Dan David Prize and Conductor Karl Bohm
awarded Mehta the Nikisch Ring - the Vienna Philharmonic Ring of Honour, In October, 2012, Shimon
Peres, the Prezident of Israel awarded him the Presidential Medal of Distinetion for his outstanding
contribution to Israeli culture. On 6th September, 2013, the President of India conferred on him the
Tagore Award for his outstanding contribution towards cultural harmony.

In his autobiography he has written about the St. Mary's High School, where he met students
from different religious backgrounds. The approximately 40 students in his class belonged to six or
seven religions. He believes that going to this school indoctrinated in him a high esteem for the great
diversity among people and taught him to respect differences. He has a strong attachment to the
motherland and still continues to hold his Indian passport. By his extraordinary worldwide success
as a Conductor, he has become a source of inspiration for the young musicians in India. He has been a
bridge between India and the wider world of Western classical music. His iconic status in the field has
made Indians proud. He is virtually a cultural ambassador of India to the world.

The Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan, Mumbai feels privileged in conferring the Yashwantrao
Chavan National Award 2013 on Mr. Zubin Mehta for his outstanding contribution to soecial and
cultural development in India.

Mumbai Dr. Anil Kakodkar Sharad Pawar
12th March, 2014 Chairman President
Panel of Jury Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan
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General

1. During the period August 2013 to January
2014, IT training continued as per
schedule.

Training
2. Between August 2013 to January 2014, we
conducted the following courses
= (C-DAC Course = 08
* MKCL Courses = 03
e Special Courses = 08

3. Admission was continued for PG-DAC &
DACA August 2013 batch.

4. PG-DAC and DACA course commenced on
27th August 2013 and will be concluding on
14th February 2014.

5. Diploma In JAVA Technology Course under
BARTI (Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Research
and Training Institute) commenced on 27th
October 2013.

6. Final Examination for PG-DAC August 2013
batch was conducted between 8th January
& 10th January 2013.

7. YCP’s AIT announced Diwali and Christmas
Vacation Batches for Kids. In Kids course we
focused on Basic Computers and Multimedia
Creations. Kids are very much encouraged
by our ANIMATION sessions.

8. From January 2014, YCP is an Authorized
Learning Centre (ALC) for MSCIT Course.

INDUSTRIAL VISIT

9. DACA August 2013 students visited
MULTIVERSITY, Pune on 10th January
2014.

FORTH-COMING EVENTS

10. Arranging Mock Interview for PG DAC
August 2013 students on 1st February
2014

11. Workshop will be arranged for DACA
February 2014 batch on 18th & 20th
February 2014.

12. Arranging send off for S.5.C. Students in
Colaba BMC School & Waghe High School
at Colaba for introducing MSCIT Course.

13. For standard 10th and 12th students we are
announcing Special Batch for MSCIT.

14. For Standard 10th and 12th students we
are announcing Special Summer Vacation
batches for Basic Computers, Multimedia,
Animation and Computerized Accounting
in the month of March and April 2014.

15. Special Kids Course will start in the month
of April 2014.

16. PG DAC and DACA course for February
2014 batch will commence on 24th February
2014, Admissions are in progress,

17. A Farewell function will be organized for
DAC and DACA August 2013 batch on 2nd
March 2014.

18. Centralized Common Placement Programme
for PG DAC August 2013 will be starting
from 07th February 2014.

PICNIC

19. A picnic was organized for DAC and DACA
August 2013 courses at a local amusement
parkon 15th January 2014. After a strenuous
training schedule the students relaxed and
enjoyed the outing,
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